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Stockbridge + Fiber = Big Win!

ore jobs. Better educated
students. Improved medical care.

These are among the benefits
that Stockbridge citizens can expect to re-
ceive from a new public-private initiative
that is bringing a $15 million state-of-the-
art fiber optic network to our City and be-
yond.

And at no cost to taxpayers.

In May, the City Council unanimously
approved the deal with Savannah-based
Community Broadband to give Stock-
bridge one of the fastest and most powerful
Internet systems in Georgia.

Community Broadband is footing the
entire cost of the project, made possible
through an all-fiber optic network. The
company, which will build, operate and
maintain the system, already is hard at work. The system, which
will deliver information 100 times faster than is currently possible,
is expected to be up and running by September 2014.

The new network will be comprised of more than 200 miles of
cabling, meaning that the county also stands to benefit from the
deal. “This is a phenomenal opportunity, but it is not just a City of
Stockbridge win,” said Mayor Mark Alarcon. “This also will benefit
the people of Henry County, particularly our students”

Local governments, commercial businesses, including the three
area utility companies, and the schools in our area will be the pri-
mary beneficiaries of the new network. “Serving the schools is a
very high priority, said Allen Davis, Community Broadband’s
president and CEO. Currently, our schools have to take turns using
the Internet because there’s not enough bandwidth. That is unac-

Mayor Mark Alarcon signs legislation to bring a $15M invest-
ment and 38 jobs to Stockbridge. Pictured from left to right are
Councilman Harold Cochran, Mayor Pro Tem Richard Stein-
berg, Economic Development Director B.]. Mathis, Mayor
Alarcon, City Manager David Milliron, Councilwoman Robin
Buschman, Executive Director Steve Cash of the Henry Coun-
ty Council for Quality Growth, and Councilwoman Shirley
Dabney.

ceptable.

We expect the new Internet system to attract new industry to
Stockbridge. In fact, within 24 hours of the announcement of our
deal with Community Broadband, we began fielding calls from
technology businesses interested in possibly relocating to the area.

In the past, technology businesses — and other businesses for
that matter — have flirted with making Stockbridge home because
the city has no property taxes and its proximity to Hartsfield-Jack-
son International Airport. “They ultimately decided to go else-
where because we did not have the fiber optic infrastructure they
needed to operate,” said B.]J. Mathis, Stockbridge’s community and
economic development director.

Continued on page 4. See Big Win.
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HAVE FABULOUY
FLOORY AGAIN!

Complete Dustless & Odorless System
S50 OFF

Resurfacin :
—g walked on in hours
Min. 250 square feet. With

this ad. Not valid with any * Works on all types of wood
other offers or discounts. floors

* In and out in one day
* Fast drying finish, can be

678-304-6262

FabulousFloorsAtlantaSouth.com
Decatur/South Atlanta

Stockbridge
Soccer

Ages 2 to Adult

l]ecreatlonal , Academy and Select Soccer
Fields in the City of Stockbridge, Patrick Henry
- High School and Rock Quarry Road Field

, REGISTER FOR FALL 2013 NOW AT

‘Emaﬂ mfo@stockbndgesoccer com '
destlons call 678-283-3759

Berry Street Business Center
120 N. Berry Street * Stockbridge, GA 30281
PROFESSIONAL OFFICE SPACE AVAILABLE

® Tired Of Working At Home?

© Leasing More Space Than You Need?

o Starting A New Business?

LOCATED IN THE HEART OF OLD TOWN STOCKBRIDGE

Various Size Offices Available
10x10 - 12x10 - 14x12 - 14x14 - 10x32
Rates From $325/month - $995/month
Includes Electrical, Water, Trash Pick-up and Free WI-FI

® Large Reception Area
¢ Kitchen

2 Bathrooms

® Conference Room

© Much More!

Shown By Appointment

Contact Ed
770-715-3157

AUTHENTIC CUBAN DISHES e TROPICAL DESSERTS
IMPORTED BEERS & WINE ® MOJITOS e TROPICAL MILKSHAKES & JUICES
BEST CUBAN RESTAURANT IN THE CITY Creative Loafing 2010-2012

BEST OF ATLANTA  BEST LATIN RESTAURANT  BEST RESTAURANT  BEST JERK CHICKEN

IN KENNESAW IN STOCKBRIDGE =~ SANDWICH IN GEORGIA
Kennesaw Patch 2012 Trip Advisor 2012 Trip Advisor 2012

NOW RIGHT HERE IN HENRY COUNTY!
1375 Rock Quarry Rd, Suite 201A e Stockbridge, GA 30281 e 770-506-9664
MIDTOWN LAWRENCEVILLE TUCKER
216 Ponce de Leon Ave 911 Duluth Hwy, Ste A1 4349 Lawrenceville Hwy, Ste E

Atlanta, GA 30308 Lawrenceville, GA 30043 Tucker, GA 30084
404-607-1525 770-237-8889 770-414-1335

www.papisgrill.com

Access Atlanta




Stockbridge City Council

4640 North Henry Blvd.
Stockbridge, Ga. 30281
www.cityofstockbridge.com

Email: Initial of first name followed by last name @
cityofstockbridge-ga.gov (e.g. malarcon@cityofstock-

bridge-ga.gov)

Mark Alarcon, Mayor
678.951.5561

Richard Steinberg, Mayor Pro Tem
678.951.5626

Alphonso Thomas, Councilman
678.951.5562

Harold Cochran, Councilman
770.474.4440

Robin Buschman, Councilwoman
678.713.8729

Shirley Dabney, Councilwoman
770.362.3664

Administration

David Milliron, City Manager
770.389.7904

Rhonda Blackmon, City Clerk
678.833.3303

Annette Anderson, Treasurer/CFO
678.833.3313

Kevin Walter, Public Works Director
678.833.3350

B.J. Mathis, Economic Development
678.833.3348

Vicki Coleman, City Planner
678.833.3354

Anita Gunnoe, Clerk of Court
678.833.3321

Frequently Dialed

Utility Billing
770.389.7901

Code Enforcement
678.833.3307

Purchasing
678.833.3322

Occupational Tax
770.389.7902

Municipal Court
770.389.7906

Public Works
770.474.0972

Water & Sewer
770.474.1232

Merle Manders Conference Center
Ted Strickland Community Center
Stockbridge Multiplex
770.389.5982

= - "..-_-.h .-1 Ed - =
STOCKBRIDGE CITY CALENDAR
All meetings at City Hall unless noted otherwise. Please check with City Hall at 678.833.3303
as meeting dates and times are subject to change. Meeting agendas and minutes are available

at www.cityofstockbridge.com.

July 18: Downtown Development Authority at Sept. 2 Sanitation Schedule (cont'd):
3:30 pm - Chipper will run on Tuesday and Wednes-
day or as needed

- Tuesday-Friday sanitation routes will run
Aug. 8: Urban Redevelopment Agency as normal

at5 pm

Aug. 6: City Council work session at 6 pm

Sept. 3: City Council work session

Aug. 12: City Council monthly meetingat 6 pm 51 pm

Sept. 2: City Hall will be closed in
observance of Labor Day

Sept. 2 Sanitation Schedule:
No sanitation service
No metal or bagged yard debris pick-up
this week

HAVE YOU SIGNED UP FOR:

City Hall E-Notifications:
Stay informed about events, activities, and announcements with E-Notifications. Sign up at
http:// cityofstockbridge.com/ notify.aspx

FACEBOOK

.ﬂ City of Stockbridge Facebook wants you to be a fan!
Visit our page at https://www.facebook.com/StockbridgeCityHall.

Sept. 5: Urban Redevelopment Agency at 5 pm
Sept. 9: City Council monthly meeting at 6 pm

Sept. 19: Downtown Development Authority at
3:30 pm

If you are interested in advertising in the City of Stockbridge quarterly
newsletter, please contact Andy Aloisio at 678-905-4842 or email andy@
kda-communications.com.

Stockbridge City News Link is a publication of KDA Communications. Subject matter published is the opinion of the
author and does not necessarily reflect the opinion of the publisher of this newsletter. Professional advice should be
obtained before making any decision in which a professional is readily available. Advertisers assume responsibility
for the content of the ads placed in this publication. Material published may not be reproduced without the written
permission of KDA Communications.

The information and advertisements contained in this Newsletter are provided for the City of Stockbridge as a courtesy
only. No representations are made as to information presented, the quality of the goods or services advertised, or the
veracity of the statements relating to the goods and services. The printing of opinions, information or advertisements
does not constitute an endorsement by the City of Stockbridge of such opinions, information, goods or services.

Contact us today for more information!
678.905.4842 » sales@kda-communications.com

www.kda-communications.com
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Big Win
Continued from front page.

Community Broadband has agreed to place its
metro Atlanta headquarters in the City of Stockbridge
for as long as our contract is in force. That will initially
create some three dozen technology jobs right there.

“Industry is looking for local governments that are
progressive with a business-friendly mindset and a
governance willing to work hard to get a deal done,”
said City Manager David Milliron. “And that's what
any business leader will find here in Stockbridge”

Community Broadband’s Davis agrees. “From the
very first call, the City of Stockbridge administration
and elected officials have been responsive, proactive,
and an absolute pleasure to work with,” he said. “As a
result, they are encouraging and supporting opportu-
nities and investments in the City for companies look-
ing to expand their operations and employment base
in an environment where government and the private
sector work together to efficiently and effectively ac-
complish common goals and objectives for the benefit
of communities, like Stockbridge, that they seek to
serve!

Almost 70 percent of Henry County residents com-
mute to Atlanta and other places outside county lines
for work. Stockbridge’s goal is to keep many of these
people employed closer to home, in jobs made possible
by this high speed Internet network. Mayor Alarcon
foresees a day when not only new jobs, but new citi-
zens, move into the Stockbridge area. “They won't have
to live, work and play somewhere else,” he said.

We anticipate that our citizens also won't neces-
sarily have to leave home for specialized healthcare.
Piedmont Henry Hospital is a high priority of the new
system, which will increase opportunities for telemedi-
cine. “This network theoretically makes it possible for
a patient in Stockbridge to be treated by a specialist
in Los Angeles,” said Community Broadband’s Davis.
“Imagine emailing or streaming an MRI in progress.
That takes a lot of capacity that the area currently
doesn’t have”

Why would Community Broadband agree to cover
all the costs? What is the company getting in return?

The company has been looking for an opportunity
to move into Henry County for some time. “The de-
mand for this service is very high and there is more
business to be done in the entire area,” Davis said. “This
investment just makes sense from our perspective.”

Bold. That is how Steve Cash, executive director of
the Henry County Council for Quality Growth, de-
scribed the City of Stockbridge’s deal with Community
Broadband. “What a fresh turn of events for a govern-
ment entity to be so progressive,” he said.

Those are nice sentiments.

From our perspective, this deal just makes sense for
Stockbridge, too.

Artist, Mayor choose
granite base for sculpture
of county’s namesake

A piece of history was set in stone
when master sculptor Andy Da-
vis and Stockbridge Mayor Alarcon
visited the “rock quarry” to select a
granite boulder that eventually will
be the base of a statute of a pivotal
figure in the history of Henry Coun-
ty, and the nation.

Davis, owner of the Andy Davis
Gallery and Studio in McDonough,
is working to raise money for a
sculpture of the county’s namesake,
Patrick Henry, to display near the
McDonough Square. The Stock-
bridge City Council recently voted
to donate $10,000 toward the project,
which will include a life-size bust to
be displayed at Stockbridge City Hall.

Mr. Davis, Mayor Alarcon, and
Stockbridge City Manager David
Milliron recently visited the Stock-
bridge Quarry owned by the Vulcan
Materials Company on Rock Quarry
Road. After receiving a brief history
of the quarry — which encompasses
762 acres of freshwater wetlands,
woodlands and open fields, and an
employee-managed wildlife habi-
tat — Plant Manager Timothy “Joe”
Gowens of Vulcan Construction Ma-
terials, L.P. took the group and oth-
ers nearly 600 feet to the base of the
quarry.

It took the renowned artist about
20 minutes to select the ideal granite
boulder that will produce the five-
foot by four-foot by six-foot base for
the Patrick Henry Statute. Mr. Davis
also believes the chosen boulder will
also suffice for the four-foot high

Pictured from left to right is
Stockbridge City Manager David
Milliron, Mayor Mark Alarcon and
Artist Andy Davis.
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The Patrick Henry sculpture is
about a month from completion.
When finished, the 6’10", full-body
sculpture will feature the county’s
namesake with his hand on the
back of a chair, and will ultimately
be cast in bronze. A life-size bust of
Patrick Henry — best remembered
for his “Give me Liberty, or give me
Death!” speech - will be displayed
at Stockbridge City Hall.

pedestal base for a life-size bust of Patrick Henry for Stockbridge City Hall.

“This will be a lasting piece of history that generations to come will be
able to appreciate, and there will always be a local connection thanks to
Andy Davis and the rock quarry,” said Mayor Mark Alarcon. “I especially
want to thank the great folks at Vulcan Materials Company for helping
make this happen and for all of their generosity to the community and lo-

cal arts”

Mr. Davis has set up a 501(c)(3) organization to collect donations for
the sculpture project. Contributions designated for the Patrick Henry
Sculpture Fund are tax-deductible and can be sent payable to Henry First,
140 Henry Parkway, McDonough, Ga., 30253.
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No city
property taxes?

Even some in Stockbridge
don't realize how

When you say zero property tax, people don’t be-
lieve you, said Stockbridge Mayor Mark Alarcon.

It was Valentine’s Day 1979 that then Councilman
Ross McMichael made the historic motion - seconded
by Councilman Harold Cochran - to adopt a resolu-
tion in support of the Local Option Sales Tax to reduce
property taxes.

The initiative was supported at the county and state
level and in July 1979, then Mayor Rudy Kelley an-
nounced to the City Council the first check under the
new Local Options Sales Tax regulations had been re-
ceived for $7,000.

The Local Options Sales Tax is a 1 percent sales tax
and anybody -- resident or visitor -- who buys goods
and services in Henry County pays this tax and con-
tributes to the total amount of revenue available to off-
set property taxes. The economic impact of tourism in
Henry County alone brought in $5.94 million in local
sales taxes in 2011.

Stockbridge since 1980 has annually reduced the
property tax burden on property owners thanks to the
proceeds from the 1-cent Local Option Sales Tax. And
in 1996, the City Council rolled back its millage rate
to zero thereby eliminating property taxes altogether.
Residents still pay county, state and school taxes.

Local Options Sales Tax proceeds are distributed
among the cities and county. The county’s share will in-
crease to 66 percent two years from now, leaving Stock-
bridge, McDonough, Hampton and Locust Grove to
split the remaining 34 percent. Until then, LOST funds
will continue to be split 65-35.

But Mayor Alarcon is confident Stockbridge prop-
erty owners will continue to pay zero property taxes for
years to come with no reduction in services.

Historical Stockbridge Millage Rates

Since 1996, the City of Stockbridge has rolled back its millage rate to zero. All
ad valorem taxes except “special assessments” are calculated by multiplying a mill-
age rate times a property value. The easiest way to think of millage is in “dollars per
thousand”

1996-2013 No City Property Taxes

1986-1995
1985
1981-1984

1980

4.0

Stockbridge Remains Financially Healthy

The City’s audited General Fund for 2012 — money used to fund city services
— stands at $8,583,065 in revenues and expenses. Property taxes made up $0 of the
revenues. Stockbridge operates mostly on a 1-cent Local Option Sales Tax and other
taxes and fees. Excess revenue is transferred annually to reserves, debt service or the
city’s enterprise funds so as to defray the cost of providing services to the commu-
nity. Stockbridge is financially healthy and has among the lowest sanitation, water,
sewer and business license fees in the metro Atlanta region. The adopted 2013 budget
is 1 percent lower — or $94,805 — over the prior year’s budget and 3.3 percent - or
$308,205 - lower than the 2012 amended budget.

" Sales Taxes
¥ Other Taxes

License and permits
" Fines and forfeitures

" Other revenues

Mayor Mark Alarcon and the Stockbridge City Council
presented the Henry County Atlanta Alumnae Chapter of
Delta Sigma Theta Sorority, Inc. with a proclamation to
celebrate the sorority’s 100 Years of Service and Sisterhood.
Congratulations!

L/
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Stockbridge to revise
sign ordinance

Ashley Rivera with the Atlanta Regional Commission fa-
cilitated the inaugural stakeholder group of the 2013 Com-
munity Choices Assistance grant the City of Stockbridge re-
ceived to review and re-write the City’s sign ordinance.

The June 17th meeting at the Ted Strickland Community
Center included a project overview, team member introduc-
tions, project scope and background, and a sign preference
survey. The group’s next meeting will be at 6 pm on Monday,
July 15th. For more information, contact Economic Develop-
ment Officer B.J. Mathis at 770-389-7900.

So as to allow the stakeholder group time to review and
update the sign ordinance, the City Council at its May 13th
meeting enacted a 60-day moratorium on the issuance of sign
permits for the erection, installation, and use of signs within
the City of Stockbridge. No City department, agency, em-
ployee, or agent shall issue any sign permit during the term
of this moratorium except as to temporary signs; permits for
which will be authorized by the City under the standards of
the existing sign ordinance until this moratorium expires. For
more information, contact City Planner Vicki Coleman at
678-833-3354.
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Thanks to the following individuals who volun-
teered to serve on the city’s Sign Ordinance Revi-

sion Committee:
Homeowner Association Representatives:
George Hawxhurst, Eagle Landing Homeowner
Association
Kathy Gilbert, Windsong Plantation Homeowners
Association
Anthony Ford, Monarch Village Homeowners
Association

Local Government:

Shirley Dabney, Stockbridge City Councilwoman

B.J. Mathis, Community and Economic Development
Vicki Coleman, City Planner

Cheri Hobson- Matthews, Director of Henry County
Planning and Zoning

Community Organizations:
Steve Cash, Henry Council For Quality Growth

Business Representatives:

Dr. Richard Buchannan, Buchannan Chiropractic
Linda Dubbs, Pinehurst Tea Room and Events
Barbara Richardson, Springwell Financial Solutions
Robyn Cowans-Chatman, Eagle Recognition

City acquires last parcel necessary for
Phase Il of Reeves Creek Trail project

The Stockbridge City Council re-
cently approved the purchase of 2.87
acres of property for $88,110 that
is the final acquisition necessary to
move forward with Phase II of The
Reeves Creek Trail project.

Mayor Mark Alarcon stated the
city will construct a trailhead and
connection adjacent to Flippen Road
in Stockbridge. The trailhead will
provide a 20 space parking lot on the
newly-acquired property; a nine-foot
wide concrete trail would begin at the
parking lot and continue approxi-
mately 700 feet east, where it will
connect to the existing Reeves Creek
Trail.

The Reeves Creek Trail is currently
accessed through Memorial Park at
106 Jennings Way in Stockbridge.
Just park your car in the parking
lot, enter through the left side of
the walking track and you will
see the bike trail to your left. You
won’t miss it as you come upon
the striking white concrete paths
embedded through the gorgeous

wooded areas of the park. These
trails are open for biking or walking
seven days a week for everyone.

The completed trail stretch-
ing from Flippen Road to Dabney-
Hunter-Simmons Park will be 1.5 miles in length. A federal funding award
of $416,000 has been provided by the Georgia Department of Transportation,
which will be matched by $104,000 from the City. Construction is expected to

begin in the second half of 2013 and be complete in early 2014.

The City completed Phase I of the Reeves Creek Trail project on August
12th, 2011. The trail consists of three miles of concrete paths along Reeves
Creek.

Mayor Alarcon said the PATH Foundation is interested in partnering with
the city on this project in hopes of eventually connecting the trail to a larger
greenway. The PATH Foundation was created in 1991to create a greenway trail
that winds through multiple counties.

The final result, according to Mayor Alarcon, will allow residents to get on
the trail in Stockbridge, ride a bike, walk, skate or jog up through Fairview, over
to Panola Mountain, up to Stone Mountain, back through the city of Atlanta,
up to Cobb County and out to the Alabama state line.

Stockbridge growth at 2.6%

The City of Stockbridge’s resident population has grown 2.6% since the
2010 Census, according to new estimates from the U.S. Census Bureau for
2012. Stockbridge added 655 people, which brought its population to 26,281.
As for other cities in the county:

Cogelher we court

e With 515 people added, McDonough’s growth rate is 2.3%, giving
McDonough a new population estimate of 22,599

o Locust Grove added 255 people with a growth rate of 4.7% and a new
population estimate of 5,657

e Hampton added 111 people with a growth rate of 1.6% and a new population
estimate of 7,098.
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Stockbridge Business Association kicks
off with “Breakfast with the Mayor”

Nearly 100 Stockbridge
area business owners and
leaders attended the inau-
gural “Breakfast with the
Mayor” event at the Merle

Breakfast

Manders Conference Cen-
ter. Stockbridge Mayor Mark
Alarcon hosted the breakfast
and an informal conversa-
tion with attendees as the
launch pad for the revital-
ized Stockbridge Business
Association.

Mr. Allen Davis of Community Broadband was the guest speaker, who
gave an in-depth presentation on the $15M public-private technology invest-
ment, which will bring broadband to Stockbridge area businesses, schools and
government agencies that is 100 times faster than the standard internet service
currently available in the region.

Mayor Alarcon and staft also introduced the members of the revital-
ized Stockbridge Downtown Development Authority, spoke about the city’s
$100,000 Community Partnership Grant Program, outlined the grant the city
received from the Atlanta Regional Commission to review and overhaul its
sign ordinance, and discussed plans to reestablish the Stockbridge Business
Association to serve the local business community.

A copy of the Mayor’s presentation, along with that of Mr. Davis, is avail-
able on the the city’s website at cityofstockbridge.com in the “News & An-
nouncements.”

Appointments announced to
board, authority

The Henry County Council on Aging: A 501(c)(3) non-profit organization
made up of nineteen (19) volunteers who serve as directors. The council’s prima-
ry objective is to support programs that serve Henry County senior citizens. Sup-
ported programs include Meal-on-Wheels, Nutrition Supplements, In-Homes
Services, Senior Centers, and Volunteer Activities. The council members serve as
advocates on behalf of the senior citizens of Henry County.

e Tarji L. Dunn, Real Estate Broker with Azone Realty

Downtown Development Authority: Oversees the revitalization and redevel-
opment of the central business districts and develops and promotes for the public
good and general welfare, trade, commerce, industry and employment opportu-
nities.

e Rocio Camacho, Insurance Agent & Tax Preparer with RCC & Associates

o Ron Castillo, Owner of Los Portales Sports Bar & Grill

e Robert “Rob” Beall, Market President for Hamilton State Bank

o Vivian Thomas-Smith, CEO of TooLooPeas, Inc.

e Robin Buschman, Partner/Manager of Empson’s Deli & Café¢ and
Stockbridge City Councilperson

o ].T. Williams, Consultant with Killearn Inc. (and developer of the roughly
3,500-acre Eagle’s Landing mixed-use golf community in Stockbridge and
Eagle Brooke Country Club in Locust Grove)

Inaugural Rock Quarry
Brew Fest a huge success!

Mayor Mark Alarcon
had the honor of
tapping the first
keg of the Rock
Quarry Brew Fest.
Several hundred
were in attendance
% for the event, which
organizers expect
to make an annual
. event. All proceeds
from the event
are to benefit the
Stockbridge Business
Association.
Organizers of the 1st Annual Rock Quarry Brew Fest have
declared the event a huge success. The inaugural event was
held June 15th in the parking lot of Los Portales Mexican Res-

taurant on Rock Quarry Road in Stockbridge.

“The folks attending stopped me numerous times and re-
ported that they were so happy that such an event was taking
place in their Stockbridge!” said Dan Vallish, owner of Barley
& Vine, one of the event organizers. “They thoroughly en-
joyed the music, the food, their friends - both old and new -
and the variety of Georgia craft beers there for them to enjoy.”

As the Lord Mayor of Munich announces the Oktoberfest
kick-off in Munich each year, Mayor Mark Alarcon was in-
vited to kick off the Rock Quarry Brew Fest. In his signature
red blazer, the Mayor was introduced and then escorted to the
Max Lager beer tent, where a cask of Imperial Mocha Oat-
meal Stout awaited the ceremonial tapping.

“He soundly hit the tap with the wooden mallet and seat-
ed the tap on the first try!” Vallish said. “With some encour-
agement from the Max Lager’s brewery staff, he gave it a few
more firm taps for good measure”

Three authentic Hoftbrau Haus steins were handed out,
filled and followed by a hardy toast to the first Brew Fest in
the City of Stockbridge.

The City was a sponsor of the event, having awarded the
Rock Quarry Brew Fest a $5,000 Community Partnership
Grant to promote the event. Proceeds from the event are to
benefit the Stockbridge Business Association.

A . =
The Mayor and Council recognized the city’s wastewater
treatment plant staff for its “Gold” award from the
Georgia Association of Water Professionals. The award
recognizes a year of perfect compliance with state permit
regulations. The Gold Award is a direct reflection of the
professional commitment of the City’s employees and to
the City of Stockbridge residents we serve. Accepting the
award on behalf of the City was Public Works Director
Kevin Walter. Congratulations to Plant Superintendent
Brad Holtsinger and operators Wayne Robinson, Chris
Burdett and Adam Daniel.
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Getting new employees off
to a good start

Mayor Mark Alarcon and Stockbridge City Manager Da-
vid Milliron hosted a luncheon for those employees who have
joined the city since the first of the year. The employees had an
opportunity to meet with the City’s senior management and
hear the vision for service to the community.

Pictured from left to right on the front row: Annette
Anderson, City Treasurer; Mary O’Day, Finance Adminis-
trator; Katherine Taing, Utility Billing Clerk; Mark Alar-
con, Mayor; Nuquan Newcomb, Public Works Technician;
David Scott, Public Works Technician; Stephanie Tigner,
Deputy City Clerk; and Braden Moss, Wastewater Systems
Collections Operator.

And on the back row: Leslie Norsworthy, Administra-
tive Assistant; Anita Gunnoe, Clerk of Court; Kevin Walter,
Public Works Director; Sansannah Jackson, Executive As-
sistant; Jeffrey Wilson, Water Technician; Charlie Marsh,
Water Technician; Elizabeth “B.]).” Mathis, Community &
Economic Development Officer; and David Milliron, City
Manager.

Note: Names in bold denotes recent additions to city staff.

Stockbridge shows its love
for Boston with “Soles for
Souls” initiative

Mayor Mark Alarcon and the Stockbridge City Council
wish to say “Thank You” to everyone who showed their love
for Boston with the Soles4Souls challenge. In the wake of the
attack at the Boston marathon and to express sympathy for
the victims, the City of Stockbridge wanted to turn a tragedy
into something positive. So the City challenged residents to
donate their old soles to souls who need them while honor-
ing the athletes of the Boston Marathon. You responded with
192 pairs of shoes being dropped off to City Hall. As part of
its mission of “Changing the World One Pair at a Time,” the
shoes have been shipped to soles4souls.org, a Nashville-based
charity that will distribute them to people in need worldwide,
regardless of race, religion, class, or any other criteria.

City launches “robo-calling”
to deter illegal signs

Businesses and individuals posting
snipe signs in the right-of-way through-
out the City of Stockbridge are getting lots
of phone calls, but not from prospective
customers.

Instead, Stockbridge Mayor Mark
Alarcon has launched an initiative to deter
these illegally placed signs by using “robo-
calls” to the numbers listed on the signs
informing the business that the signs are a
violation of City code.

Snipe signs are the small plastic or
cardboard temporary signs that are
tacked, nailed, posted, pasted, glued or . : .
otherwise attached to trees, poles, fences or other objects and often display
such messages as “Cash for Your House” or “We Buy Junk Cars.” The City has
been inundated with the illegal signs ever since a major hail storm hit the City
on March 18th.

The City now uses an automated system to place repeated calls to the num-
bers listed on signs illegally placed in the right-of-ways throughout Stock-
bridge. The calls will continue, up to 20 per day, until the person or business
responsible for the snipe signs removes them from the City and comes to
Stockbridge City Hall to address their code violation.

The initiative follows a three-week community awareness effort by the City
to educate the public that it is illegal under city, county and state law to place
signs in the right-of-way of roads, which included messages in the City news-
letter, email blasts to businesses and residents, and postings on its Facebook
page and website. Nearly 1,000 snipe signs have been removed from the city
right-of-ways since the program was first initiated.

“These signs pose a safety problem for drivers and pedestrians,” said Mayor
Alarcon. “Signs distract motorists, create blind spots, and present hazards for
maintenance crews. The nails, screws and tacks used to place signs on utility
poles are hazards for utility workers. In addition to the safety issue, the signs
detract from the appearance of our roadways making the City and our neigh-
borhoods look trashy”

For additional information, please contact Stockbridge Code Enforcement
at 678-833-3307.

Sign ordinances for Stockbridge and over 2,700 local
governments are available online at www.municode.com

Stockbridge Mayor Mark
Alarcon is interviewed

in front of City Hall by
Karyn Greer with WXIA
11Alive. The 11Alive
Morning Show was in
Stockbridge on April 26,
and topped-off the city’s
Georgia’s Cities Week
celebration.
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Stockbridge awarded
$100,000 federal grant for
South Berry Street project

The City of Stockbridge has been  p&4 AT »a
awarded a federal Community Devel- i ¢ L |k ; r.! P‘ D A\B |
opment Block Grant (CDBG) in the S A A
amount of $100,000 to construct 900 feet S b
of lighted sidewalks from the intersection

of Nolan and South Berry streets near the Food Depot, south to Wilson Street.

Mayor Mark Alarcon said the project will improve pedestrian safety. Area
residents currently walk along narrow streets on the grassy shoulder of South
Berry Street to access the grocery store, Smith Barnes Elementary and Patrick
Henry High schools, Stockbridge City Hall, as well as other merchants in the
immediate area. Nearly 40 trains pass through the South Berry Street corridor
daily.

Once complete, residents will have a continuous sidewalk with lighting to
access those locations while also having safe access into Historic downtown
Stockbridge. From there, residents will be able to access the County library
and tag office, the Stockbridge Multiplex Recreation Center for youth and se-
niors, and Clark Park.

“I want to thank the residents who came out in support of this project as
their voices were heard with the awarding of $100,000 in federal dollars to
this vital project,” Mayor Alarcon said. “Our City must be ever-vigilant to take
advantage of every funding opportunity to increase service to our residents.
And this project will greatly benefit our residents.”

The shovel-ready project has an estimated price tag of nearly $261,000 and
will allow seamless continuity to the $1.2 million streetscape project currently
underway on North Berry Street — from Nolan to Love streets. The CDBG
funds will come from the county-wide pool of money for fiscal year 2012,
which is reserved for public facility/infrastructure projects. The balance of cost
for the South Berry Street project will be paid from the city’s general fund.

The city has also made application for $150,000 from the county-wide pool
of money for fiscal year 2013. That money, if awarded, will be used to construct
a community pool.

Georgia DOT’s new
improved LMIG Grant
awarded to Stockbridge

The Georgia Department of Transportation presented the
City of Stockbridge a ceremonial Local Maintenance and
Improvement Grant (LMIG) check for $153,933.34. The City
is required to make a 30-percent match on the grant funding
for local road projects.

As many as 700 counties and cities across the state applied for
LMIG funding, which is used to maintain roads throughout
the city. The DOT is disbursing about $110 million in LMIG
funds statewide based on the populations and miles of local
streets and roads in the various jurisdictions.
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Pictured from left to right are State Transportation
Board Member Jamie Boswell, Mayor Pro Tem Richard
Steinberg, state DOT Deputy Commissioner Todd Long,
State Transportation Board Member Dana L. Lemon,
LMIG Administrator Terry Gable , Mayor Mark Alarcon,
state DOT District 3 Engineer Thomas Howell, and Public
Works Director Kevin Walter.

Qualifying information for November election

This is to give notice that the City of Stockbridge will hold an election Tuesday, November 5,
2013 for the purpose of electing a Mayor and two Council members for four-year terms each.

Citizens wishing to qualify for any of these offices may qualify with the City Clerk at
Stockbridge City Hall, 4640 North Henry Boulevard, Stockbridge, GA 30281.

Qualifying will be held from Monday, August 26, 2013 through
Friday, August 30, 2013 between the hours of 8:30 am and 4:30 pm.
The office will be closed for lunch each day between 1:00 pm and 2:00 pm.

The qualifying fee is $324 for Mayor and $252 for Council members.
To register to vote or check your registration status: http://mvp.sos.state.ga.us/

October 7, 2013: Last day a person may register and be eligible to vote in
the Municipal General Election and Runoft

October 10, 2013: Candidate Forum for 2013 Municipal Election from
6:00 to 9:00 pm at the Merle Manders Conference Center.
Open to the General Public.

Early Voting: October 14 to November 1, 2013
Election Day: November 5, 2013
Runoff: December 3, 2013 (if applicable)

July/August 2013 City of Stockbridge - City News Link Page 9



Legislative Update: City Council Takes Action

The Stockbridge City Council holds a work session the first Tuesday of each month at 6:00 pm at City Hall, followed by its regular meeting
the second Monday of each month at 6:00 pm at City Hall. The general public is always encouraged to attend. The following is a summary of key
action items taken by the City Council in May, June and July. Copies of the council packets are available in the “Agenda & Minutes” section of
the city’s website at www.cityofstockbridge.com. Please contact the City Clerk at 678.833.3303 for more information on any of the items below.

Ratified the Eagles Landing Sign and
Monument Project Agreement

Awarded the “Rock Quarry Brew Fest”
event a $5,000 Community Partnership
Grant to promote the event

Approved a Public Right-of-Way Access
Agreement between the City and Com-
munity Broadband, LLC that will bring
a $15M investment and 38 jobs to Stock-
bridge

Awarded $10,000 toward the Patrick Hen-
ry sculpture project by Artist Andy Davis,
which will include a life-size bust to be on
display at Stockbridge City Hall

Appointed members to the Council on
Aging and Downtown Development Au-
thority

Re-adopted the “City of Stockbridge 2013
Adopted Budget” so as to add the position
of assistant public works director while
eliminating two other positions, including
minor job description and pay scale cor-
rections

Implemented a “Camera Ready” ordi-
nance to promote economic development
in the city

Approved a text amendment to the city’s
festival ordinance to make it lawful to sell
food and beverages at outdoor festivals

Eliminated the additional $4/month sani-
tation fee for home-based businesses

Amended the city’s General Park Regula-
tions so as to allow for controlled alcohol
sales and consumption at city-sponsored
events

Authorized city staff to seek $150,000 in
federal Community Development Block
Grant (CDBG) funding for a community
pool

Approved a six-month extension to the
Conditional Use Permit for Next Genera-
tion Bible Church

Initiated a 60-day sign moratorium while
the city reviews and revises its sign ordi-
nance

Approved a Transient Permit for Southern
Comfort Fireworks, Inc.

Adopted an ordinance to incorporate the
State Minimum Building and Construc-
tion Code into the city’s code of ordi-
nances

Adopted an ordinance to bring the Hotel/

Motel Excise Tax Ordinance in compli-
ance with state law

Adopted a proposed SPLOST 1V list sub-
ject to voter approval in November

Approved a change order for the Old
Downtown Streetscape Project regarding
utility poles

Authorized the Downtown Development
Authority to negotiate a lease agreement
with Community Broadband, LLC for use
of vacant city buildings

Approved the purchase of 2.87 acres of
land along Flippen Road so as to move
forward with Phase II of the Reeves Creek
Trail project

Approved a six-month extension to the
Conditional Use Permit for Cross Road
Christian Church

Adopted the project list as part of the an-
nual update to the city’s 5-year Short-Term
Work Program and Capital Improvement
Element

Adopted a balance budget ordinance for
2012 with revenues, expenses and expen-
ditures totaling $8,583,065

Withdrew from the Joint Henry County
Zoning Advisory Board and its processes

Authorized the Downtown Development
Authority to lease the Old Police Station
Building, the Merle Manders Conference
Center Management Building, Ted Strick-
land Community Center, Stockbridge
Multiplex, and a portion of the parking
lot at the City’s Public Works Building for
economic development purposes

Authorized the sale and disposal of sur-
plus property
Amended the existing Development

Agreement for the Monarch Village Com-
mercial Component

Awarded Community Partnership Grant
Program funding to The Academy The-
atre ($15,000), DDJ Event Productions,
LLC ($5,000), and Greater Atlanta Comic
Con ($10,000)

Authorized a $1M loan to the Stockbridge
Downtown Development Authority with
the proceeds coming from City reserve

funds

Rolled back the millage rate to zero for
2013 (no city property taxes)

Issued a Memorandum of Understanding
with The Academy Theatre in support of
Georgia Department of Economic De-
velopment Tourism Division & Georgia
Council for the Arts Tourism Product De-
velopment Agreement Grant Application

Authorized the Downtown Development
Authority to enter into an agreement on
behalf of the City of Stockbridge for Cul-
tural and Leisure Services at the multiplex
on Burke Street

Authorized a contract for $5,000 between
the City and DDJ Event Productions, LLC
for a half marathon to be run in conjunc-
tion with Bridgefest event the first week-
end of October 2013

Amend the procurement ordinance to im-
plement a nonbinding local preference for
competitive sealed bids for Stockbridge
businesses

Repeal the existing ethics ordinance and
replaced it with a new comprehensive reg-
ulation of ethics

Repealed the existing parades ordinance
and replaced it with a new comprehensive
regulation of parades, marches, and dem-
onstrations

Repealed Title 9, Chapter 9.58 (Sections
9.58.010 to 9.58.040) of Code of Ordi-
nances regarding “Street and Sidewalk
Vendors and Portable Eating Establish-
ments”

Amended Title 9, Chapter 9.28 of the cur-
rent Stockbridge Code be amended by
adding a new Title 9, Chapter 9.28, Sec-
tion 9.28.040 to the Code of Ordinances
with respect to festivals in the city

Amended the city’s sanitation ordinance
so as to implement a $25 one-time fee
per pickup of special large items such as
couches, appliances, or shelving units
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EE‘EST

Stockbridge, Georgia

Seeking art, craft
and food vendors for
Bridgefest

The City of Stockbridge is accepting applications for
art craft and food vendors for its Third Annual BridgeFest,
south Atlanta’s premiere fall festival to be held October 4th
and 5th.

This year’s festival will be a true BridgeFest as it is being
relocated to historic Downtown Stockbridge, at the bridge
near the Ted Strickland Community Center on North Ber-
ry Street. Included are art and unique craft vendors, food
and beverage trucks, an interactive childrens area, live
music and entertainment, plus a whole lot more.

Deadline for vendor applications is September 10th.
For more information or to obtain a vendor application,
contact mallen@cityofstockbridge-ga.gov or 770-389-
5982. Visit us online at www.facebook.com/bridgefestinfo

BridgeFest
Schedule of Events

Friday, October 4th
*Vendor booths open at 6 pm

*Free community concert from 7 to 9 pm

Saturday, October 5th

*Vendor booths open from 9 am to 5 pm

Stockbridge adds bulky item
removal service

N

The Stockbridge City Council recently amended its sanitation ordi-
nance to allow its sanitation employees to remove bulky items throughout
the city. The new service is available for $25 per incident and bulky items
will be picked up on Mondays by appointment only, excluding holidays.

According to Stockbridge Mayor Mark Alarcon: “The City Council set
the fee low so as to discourage illegal dumping throughout the city given
that the closest landfill is in Clayton County”

Items such as household furnishings, appliances, mattresses, box
springs, lawn equipment and similar items too large to be placed in a stan-
dard garbage bin are considered bulky items. However, appliances contain-
ing Freon - such as refrigerators, freezers, or air conditioning units — must
be certified Freon free prior to their removal.

Bulky items must be scheduled for collection. Items placed at the curb
without scheduling will not be collected. For more information or to sched-
ule a bulky pickup, call (770) 474-1232 or visit Utility Billing at City Hall.

Materials resulting from work performed by a contractor working for a
homeowner will not be collected. Building materials will not be collected
for any multi-family residential unit. Please contact a private waste com-
pany or landfill to discuss disposal of these items.
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Contact us Today!

Get noticed. Advertise.

A Indulge Your Taste Buds

Enjoy Our Mouth-Watering

- Pizza - Gyros
- Salads - Sandwiches
- Spaghetti and more
4=\ _CALLNOWTO PLACE YOUR QDER!

L ﬂl
@LYM_I?IJ
PIZZA

Mon-Thurs 11am-9pm e Fri & Sat 11am-10pm

3300 Highlands Pkwy « Ste 100 | Smyrna, GA 30082

678.905.4842 | www.kda-communications.com

$25 or more purchase.
With this Ad. Can't Combine Offers. Exp 8/31/13.
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event center
Meetings & Events

Life is made up in moments in time. These moments
weave the stories we tell about our lives. From new
])eginning‘s of we(l(ling‘s and receptions to maleing‘
connections with family and business partners, the
Merle Manders Center understands the importance of
how just one single meeting or event can cllange your MMCCevents.com | n | B | @
life. Let us llelp you create those memories and start a

new story here. 111 Davis Rd. Stockbridge, GA 30281 | 770.389.5982,



